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from apt norms of vital morals. Said and Yati posit that this restriction has implications for 

international human rights 19. 

 

Restricted Interventionism:  

According to the UN restricted intervention is where states intervene in the affairs of another 

state citing serious violations of human rights in the country. Scanlon, Sean believes that 

Humanitarian intervention is permitted only in instances where there are grave human rights 

violations, such as slavery, genocide, and mass murder 21. Most legal experts who favor 

humanitarian action agree with this stance 21. Michael Walzer, one of the pioneers of a 

pluralist perspective on moral and political life, is one of the most well-known modern 

political advocates 22. He revived the just war theory, introduced the concept of multifaceted 

equality, and argued that justice is largely a moral norm within specific states and 

communities and thus cannot be produced in a global construct. Only genocidal or comparable 

acts, in Waltzer's opinion, warrant humanitarian intervention. Walzer defines nations as the 

"union of individuals and government" and contends that military action against states is 

virtually always illegitimate, even if the objective or result is the establishment of democratic 

institutions 22. Waltzer distinguishes between domestic authority, which is singular and reflects 

the democratic values of the people who have the freedom to overthrow dictators, and 

international authority, which is pluralist in nature and underscores the unique trend of 

political and cultural improvement.  

Said and Yati contends that Walzer's pluralistic principle "shows that there are local moralities 

and not a set of ethical political values claimed to be applicable for all humans independent of 

geographical conditions 19. We must allow the political procedure to unfold naturally; we must 

not hurry it along. According to Said, and Yati, the process may result in tyranny. Said and 

Yati claim that Walzer's pluralism does not vary much from plain ethical relativism 19. 

Broad Interventionism:  

According to the UN broad intervention is the situation where states intervene in the matters 

of other states to stop human rights violations before it gets to the level of genocide15. Farer 

Tom believes that when there are major human rights violations occurring but they are not yet 

https://www.mappr.co/political-maps/burkina-faso/
https://www.dw.com/pt-002/burkina-faso-ibrahim-traor%C3%A9-empossado-como-presidente-de-transi%C3%A7%C3%A3o/a-63521112
https://www.dw.com/pt-002/burkina-faso-ibrahim-traor%C3%A9-empossado-como-presidente-de-transi%C3%A7%C3%A3o/a-63521112
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/coup-leader-in-burkina-faso-received-us-military-training/2014/11/03/3e9acaf8-6392-11e4-836c-83bc4f26eb67_story.html?Post+generic=%3Ftid%3Dsm_twitter_washingtonpost
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Following the collapse of colonialism and Burkina Faso's independence, western governments' 

involvement in the region changed from securitization to the advancement of democracy. With 

the fall of the Soviet Union, Africa and for that matter Burkina Faso lost their strategic 

importance to the erstwhile Cold War adversaries. As a result, the dictatorship in Burkina Faso 

was no longer supported financially and militarily by the Soviet Union and its allies. Western 

states' foreign policies altered to support the development of countries with market-based 

economic systems and inclusive, open, and accountable political systems. The objective of the 

foreign policy was to persuade the Burkinabe government to embrace democracy. Burkina 

Faso was a perfect example of a country that got funding under the new foreign assistance 

policy adopted by Western powers. Political conditionality was openly acknowledged by the 

US and other western countries as part of their foreign aid policy. After September 11, 2001, 

Western powers' interests in Burkina Faso changed. Weak regimes like Burkina Faso's harmed 

America's security and gave the country more prominence. Due to its failure to provide for the 

basic needs of its population and lack of total control over its borders, Burkina Faso became 

both a haven and a breeding ground for terrorist groups 31. Burkina Faso gained priority status 

on the US security agenda. Extreme poverty, disease, terrorism, and political unrest have all 

been reported in Burkina Faso, which poses a severe danger to the security of western 

governments. To coerce Burkina Faso into doing as they say while they win the fight against 

terrorism, western powers consequently regarded aid as a powerful bargaining tool. As of 31st 

January 2023, the US had trained Burkina Faso soldiers in counterterrorism drills so that they 

could combat terrorism attacks back home. The provision of aid to Burkina Faso has been tied 

to militarization leading to coups.   
 

2.2.3 Drivers Of �:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���V�W�D�W�H�V�¶���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V�� In Burkina Faso  

Eizenga, Daniel said that �Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���V�W�D�W�H�V�¶���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V��in Burkina Faso have primarily been to 

push their counterterrorism agenda 32. He claims that as part of Washington's post-9/11 

counterterrorism initiatives, the US has been providing funds, weaponry, and training to 

Burkina Faso's military since 2009. He opines that while the US cannot be wholly blamed for 

the recent coups in Burkina Faso, the US has paved the way for the country to become more 

militarized, which eventually led to the coup. The author makes the case that although the 
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local dynamics were much too complex to neatly line with the U.S. notion that "good" 

government troops fought "bad" terrorists, the United States had a role in spreading the 

ideology that terrorism in Burkina Faso demanded a military response. 

Haavik, Viljar, Morten Bøås, and Alessio Iocchi also state that not long after George Bush 

initiated what he dubbed the "global war on terror" in Afghanistan in 2001, the Defense and 

State departments started to expand this war to Africa 7. The proactive reasoning adopted by 

officials claimed that even the slightest chance of an assault called for preventive action, and 

they concentrated especially on "under-governed" territories in "weak" or "fragile" nations. 

The U.S. military began to establish a network of bases and training facilities throughout 

Africa, expanding its presence in Africa since World War II. One of the nations where the US 

began to establish a network of bases and training operations is Burkina Faso. The result is the 

training of soldiers who launch an attack on the citizens and the government 7. The two coups 

staged in 2022 were led by soldiers that were trained by the US7.   

Idrissa Abdoulaye also adds that in 2003, the United States launched the Pan Sahel Initiative. 

The Pan Sahel Initiative, which began by instructing military forces from Mali and Niger, 

evolved into the Trans-Sahara Counterterrorism Partnership in 2005 and was extended to 

cover Burkina Faso in 2009 33. The number of terrorist assaults in Burkina Faso started to 

increase just seven years later, around 2016. Following the 2011 U.S. and NATO-backed 

revolution in Libya that deposed longstanding Libyan tyrant Muammar al-Qaddafi, the 

violence from neighboring Mali spread and contributed to the political unrest in Mali in 2012. 

The political unrest in Mali had a spillover effect on the security of the neighboring country, 

Burkina Faso 33. It is believed that some of the soldiers that supported the 2022 coups in 

Burkina Faso migrated from Mali into Burkina Faso33.  

Abdoulie, S. A. W. O further notes that the number of funds the United States provided for 

Burkina Faso's security increased dramatically, from 2010 to 2015 2. However, this figure is 

merely publicly announced financing. The majority of the funds went into supporting military 

activities and providing Burkinabe troops with weapons and vehicles. The increased funding 

for the supply of military equipment has led to the proliferation of arms which is used for 

attacks 2. The US and Burkina Faso participate in a variety of military exchange and training 
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forces as military personnel began to openly express their displeasure, complaining about the 

insufficiency of resources and support to stop the development of violent extremism. Although 

it appears that the Burkinabe populace who demanded Kaboré's resignation and showed 

support for the military's long-standing underfunding prevailed in the recent coups, it is still 

unclear if the new military rulers will be able to solve these structural flaws and internal 

dissent. Because the security and defense forces are fragmented as of January 2023, not all 

military personnel may be loyal to the coup leader; in fact, analysts have warned against the 

possibility of greater disturbance. Dysfunctions in the military establishment, even if 

adequately addressed, are insufficient to account for the failures of counterterrorism measures. 

To put it another way, while security sector reform may be necessary as of 2023, it can only be 

a small element of a larger strategy that pays careful attention to the socio-political reasons 

that have allowed violent extremist organizations to establish themselves in the nation. 

 

2.2.6 Shortfalls Of Western Intervention In Burkina Faso 

As of 31st  January 2023, Burkina Faso�¶�V developments on continuous insecurity and terrorist 

attacks, throw into question the efficacy of the western states�¶ involvement in Burkina Faso. 

According to Stephanie Savell contrary to the long-held belief, the rise of violent extremism in 

Burkina Faso is not just the product of a threat from outside that has spread from Mali 36. 

Insular parts of the nation have proven to be a fruitful habitat for terrorist organizations, as 

they have benefited from deeply ingrained sociopolitical dynamics. Long-standing conflicts 

over access to land and natural resources, inflexible social hierarchies and socioeconomic 

divides, complaints about corrupt local officials, and distant links with central powers have all 

been exploited by violent extremist organizations. Military intervention has not only been 

ineffective but also counterproductive 36.  

Because security and defense personnel have been regularly accused of egregious human 

rights violations, there are now more complaints against the central government, which is 

perhaps why certain terrorist organizations in the area have support 37. Accordingly, even 

though one of the main agitations of the mutineers was for more resources and assistance for 

the military forces battling violent extremist groups on the front lines, this may not produce 



28 

 

�&�+�$�3�7�(�5���7�+�5�(�( 

ANALYSIS  

3.1 Introduction 

In this chapter, I will analyze the security issues in Burkina Faso linking it to the role of the 

western states�¶ intervention in the crisis over the period 2000-2023. I will start by analyzing 

the historical context-what are the problems and how did the problem start in Burkina Faso? I 

will then analyze the current state of affairs in Burkina Faso and then end with lessons for the 

immediate and intermediate future. The analysis was based on my readings on the topic in the 

extant literature.  

The analysis is based on my readings on Burgess, Stephen's article on Military intervention in 

Africa: French and US approach compared;  Romaniuk, Peter. "Assessing violent extremism: 

The case of Burkina Faso; Eizenga, Daniel. Military Coups in Burkina Faso. Democratization 

and Military Coups in Africa: Post-1990; Stephanie Savell: The Costs of United States' Post-

9/11 Security Assistance: How Counterterrorism Intensified Conflict in Burkina Faso and 

Around the World. I also read Kate Mora's "US counterterrorism in the Sahel; James Border. 

"Counter-terrorism strategies after 9/11:" In �+�X�P�D�Q�� �5�L�J�K�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V�� �:�D�U�� �R�Q�� �7�H�U�U�R�U, 

Roland Bay US training of African forces and Eizenga, Daniel. "Burkina Faso: Military 

�5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���W�R���3�R�S�X�O�D�U���3�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�V�������� �$�W�W�D���� �)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�� �.�Z�D�E�H�Q�D���� ���8�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �$�I�U�L�F�D�¶�V���W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P��

debacle: a critical analysis of counterterrorism in Burkina Faso.": D'Amato, Silvia, and 

Edoardo Baldaro. "Counter-Terrorism in the Sahel: Increased Instability and Political 

Tensions; Burgess, Stephen. "Military intervention in Africa: French and the US approaches 

compared." : Romaniuk, Peter. "Assessing violent extremism: The case of Burkina Faso". The 

previous chapter helped me to understand concepts related to the topic. Based on the 

understanding of issues the author in this chapter provided a detailed examination of the security 

problem of Burkina Faso, how western states have contributed to the problem, how regional bodies 

have contributed to the problem, how Burkina Faso has contributed to the problem, current state of 

affairs in Burkina Faso and forecast of the future of Burkina Faso.  
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when the national ceasefire came to an end. JNIM, on the other hand, resumed its campaign of 

terrible brutality. 

The jihadist organizations had used the ceasefire to advance farther south, notably in the 

Cascades region, and to solidify their position in other regions. When large-scale attacks 

resumed in June 2021, Kaboré decided to start a different program to reform the armed forces 

while also taking over the defense ministry. But much as December's restructuring to avoid a 

similar attack failed to prevent the January 2022 coup headed by Lieutenant-General Damiba, 

this reorganization did not stop the Inata attack. Captain Ibrahim Traore also overthrew his 

predecessor Lieutenant-General Damiba in a coup. On October 6, 2022, Traore also cited 

Damiba's alleged incapacity to tackle the ongoing Islamist insurgency in the north of Burkina 

Faso as the justification for the coup. 

 

3.2.2 How Western State Have Contributed To The Problem Of Burkina Faso  

Soon after the 9/11 attack, the U.S. started to focus more on weak states. The Bush 

administration initially believed that developing military counterterrorism capabilities is the 

appropriate strategy to safeguard the interest of the US. The US feared that weak states may be 

home to Islamist extremists who may want to launch future attacks on the US 26. The United 

States has kept a minimal military presence in Africa after World War II. However, this 

changed following the 9/11 attacks when the United States began to send troops to the region. 

The United States military established Africa Command (AFRICOM) in 2007 as a symbol of 

its intention to extend its activities in Africa, which had previously been run out from various 

command centers 40. The US held the view that it had to act proactively and that nations where 

the vicious attack has not yet been recorded it was imported to step in to avert conflict. 

AFRICOM for example was formed to prevent war 40. Similar to the active defense theory of 

the Cold War, which called for the U.S. to be able to strike the first salvo by using armed force 

at a distance it required that the U.S. act quickly to avert an attack.  

This philosophy was described as a preemptive war after 9/11 by authorities, who held that the 

U.S. may initiate military operations to eliminate an apparent danger before its occurrence 40. 
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to strengthen its capacity to suppress the populace and enrich small local elites. She further 

argues that Burkina Faso's approach to the current situation might have been far less 

militarized if it weren't for the U.S.-led war on terror 35. The military budget in Burkina Faso, 

whose growth over the previous few years has coincided with U.S. financial assistance, would 

have received less financing. Less Burkinabe troops and officers trained to fight against people 

the government labels terrorists would have been few 36. The government would have spent 

far less on guns, armored personnel carriers, and other military hardware. Politicians and high-

rank military officers have benefited from U.S. funding of Burkina Faso secretly 36. As a 

result, militants have become more violent as a form of retaliation for government oppression, 

corruption, and inactivity against poverty. 

Figure 3.5: Data On Military Expenditure (U SD Million)  By Burkina Faso 

 

Source: Trading Economics. Burkina Faso Mili tary Expenditure, 2012-2022. 
https://tradingeconomics.com/burkina-faso/military-expenditure. 
 
 
 

 

https://tradingeconomics.com/burkina-faso/military-expenditure
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3.2.3 How Regional Bodies Have Contributed To The Burkina Faso Crisis 

Despite Burkina Faso being expelled from the African Union and ECOWAS as well as other 

sanctions, the crisis keeps getting worse. The sanctions have made Burkina Faso's already 

hazardous resource shortage worse. More than 2.6 million people are struggling with food 

security as a result of declining food output. More individuals now require aid as a result of 

the ECOWAS and AU sanctions. At the 33rd AU Summit in February 2020, the chairperson 

of the AU Commission informed African heads of state and government that "the continent 

has not shown solidarity to Burkina Faso 45 ". This observation and the underwhelming 

African support for Burkina Faso were the driving forces behind this statement. The African 

leaders requested the AU Commission to create a framework for the potential deployment of a 

force composed of the Joint- Multinational Task Force (JMTF) and 3000 troops for six (6) 

months, to eliminate terrorist groups in Burkina Faso 45.  

The Peace and Security Council's early discussions on the issue did not have unanimous 

support among its members. ECOWAS, the G5 Sahel Secretariat, and the African Union 

Commission's Peace and Security Department have met several times since February 2020 to 

finalize the deployment's specifics. The AU Peace and Security Council's first discussions on 

the matter, meanwhile, did not get unanimous approval from all of its members because of 

apparent disagreements on how to carry out such a decision. The issues that came up were 

specifically connected to funding and soldier contributions, which would have an impact on 

the makeup of the force. 

In this regard, concerns have been expressed over the African Standby Force's (ASF) utility 

and the reasons behind its non-mobilization, especially given that it has allegedly been fully 

operational since 2016. However, Africa continues to organize ad-hoc military operations to 

address the same circumstances for which the ASF was intended. Ad hoc responses are 

duplicated, rendering efforts to establish long-term systems ineffective and wasting resources 

that the continent cannot afford. To date, none of these problems, notably the sustainable 

funding source have been provided. Due to the uncertainty surrounding its long-term funding, 

the AU force is only intended to be deployed temporarily. 
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terrorism cases in 2020 and invested $2 million in training programs to combat improvised 

explosive devices (IEDs) to counter the activities of Islamist groups. 2019 saw the US 

committing $69 million to Burkina Faso's security, program support, and humanitarian aid. 

The US is assisting in equipping and developing the capabilities of the armed forces. This is a 

dangerous endeavor because management and accountability issues aren't given enough 

attention in a nation where such issues are seen as being corrupt, politicized, and power-

abusive. According to Security Assistance Monitor, almost 13,000 soldiers, or nearly all of the 

formal active military ranks of the United States, were trained in Burkina Faso. The U.S. 

weapons industry's ambition to keep making money from the U.S. government's export of its 

military-industrial security paradigm to new markets is tied to maintaining the flow of military 

assistance. 

A large portion of the U.S. security aid system is structured as grant-purchasing programs, in 

which recipient nations utilize U.S. taxpayer money to purchase military supplies, training, 

and other security assistance from American producers and contractors. These militarized 

initiatives are occasionally the U.S.'s primary means of international cooperation, which 

strengthens the ties and influence of the militaries of both nations to maintain these initiatives. 

The United States has frequently participated in state and non-state abuses of civilians by 

pursuing short-term military objectives that are separated from the needs of the local 

community. 

The Burkinabe military and its conscripted informal militia have been credibly accused of 

prevalent attacks against civilians, several of them which are targeted killings and joint 

retribution against the ethnic Fulani people, a community with a majority of the people being 

Muslim. These allegations are shared by other Sahelian security forces receiving U.S. security 

assistance. According to some reports, the military is responsible for half of all incidents of 

civilian killings in 2021. And nearly as expected, a U.S.-trained Burkinabe military 

commander orchestrated a coup d'état against the country's democratically elected president in 

2021, as predicted by the scholarly literature on the effects of American military training 

abroad. The latest coup in January 2022 and October 2022 were also all organized by soldiers 

that had received training from the US. The October 2022 coup was staged with the promise to 

restore security to Burkina Faso however early happenings suggest challenging security time 
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Further, western state�V�¶ interventions can be minimized in Burkina Faso when it is 

economically independent. Burkina Faso must create a competitive private sector able to 

create jobs and stimulate growth.  Investment in the private sector is the way to go as it will 

produce the required job opportunities for the youth of Burkina Faso. When Burkina Faso is 

economica�O�O�\�� �L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���� �W�K�H�U�H�� �Z�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W�� �E�H�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�H�G�� �W�R�� �U�H�O�\�� �R�Q�� �Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q�� �V�W�D�W�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W������

Long-term investments in the private sector, industry, infrastructure, and agriculture will 

specifically alleviate food insecurity and produce the required job opportunities for young 

Burkinabes. When the youth has meaningful jobs, terrorist groups will not be able to recruit 

them for their activities and thus reducing armed attacks in Burkina Faso.  

 

The US should rather intervene in human security aspects like agriculture, health, 

transportation, humanitarian intervention, education, technology, climate change, mineral 

resource processing, etc. but not militarily seeing that the result of military intervention yields 

adverse results not only Burkina Faso but to the entire region. This will help the nation to 

restructure its system when the young and the ordinary Burkinabe is educated, socially 

integrated, and stable and has food to eat. As the saying goes, a hungry man is an angry man, 

if the US rather invests economically rather than military �W�K�H�U�H�� �Z�R�Q�¶�W�� �E�H�� �\�R�X�Q�J-hungry 

protesters willing to join terrorist groups or overthrow the government to cause insecurity. 

 

Additionally, Burkina Faso and the regional body should invest in border security to prevent 

terrorist attacks/invasion/expansion and arms proliferation into the country or the region which 

causes insecurity. With huge investment, education, shared intelligence, etc. by the region, it 

would be very difficult to be penetrated by unauthorized persons or terrorists to expand their 

ideologies and violate human rights and human security. 

 

Finally, the Burkina Faso government should not arm civilians or recruit the youth in the name 

of fighting against terrorists since this will lead to unending insecurity in the nation. As 

Thom�D�V���6�D�Q�N�D�U�D���V�D�L�G���� �³�K�H���Z�K�R���I�H�H�G�V�� �\�R�X���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�V�� �\�R�X�´����national security should be invested 

by the Burkina Faso government itself to improve the military might and other security 

agencies of the country instead of relying on western or foreign private security assistance to 

keep their nation safe(self-defense). 
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