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Abstract 

 
Although tourism is important for a country's national and local economy, overpopulation in 

certain tourist destinations has changed the data on the benefits of mass tourism. Hypertourism 

has negative effects on cities and locals are reacting to more tourism. Sustainable development in 

tourism aims to maintain the economic and social benefits of tourism redevelopment and to 

reduce and mitigate the adverse effects on the natural, cultural and social environment of a 

tourist destination. Efforts towards sustainable tourism must be coordinated by all stakeholders 

and comprehensive. 

The present research focused on the phenomenon of hypertourism and sustainability and the 

effects of hypertourism on the tourist destination. The purpose of the research is to evaluate the 

effects of hypertourism in Rhodes, with emphasis on the environmental and social impact on 

locals and the tourist destination. The research was conducted by interviewing six organizations 

involved in tourism on the island and the interviews were conducted by the researcher himself. 

The respondents claim that there is hypertourism on the island that has negative effects on both 

the natural environment and the locals, such as increased water consumption, garbage, 

environmental pollution. Prices are rising due to tourism with negative consequences for locals 

but also the seasonality affects the level of employment on the island. Some of the measures they 

propose are the extension of the tourist season, the development of alternative forms of tourism 

and the connection of tourism with the primary sector for the development of ecotourism. 
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