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Abstract 

 

The massive arrival of Asia Minor refugees in the prefecture of Thessaloniki in 1922 seems 

to have changed the character of the city in general, in which new neighborhoods such as 

Agia Fotini, Kalamaria, and Toumba were created. The refugees settled bringing with them 

the culture of their different regions of origin, a fact which was not treated in a uniform way 

by the local society, the official bodies and also the charitable organizations. The refugees 

experienced several times humiliation either with their mandatory stay in the Quarantine 

House or with their settlement in areas that most often did not meet the conditions for a 

dignified living and often aggravated their existing problems. By studying the testimonies 

of refugees who were uprooted from their place and experienced these conditions, as well as 

the newspapers of the time, one can perceive that the refugees, despite the efforts of the 

competent authorities, faced health problems due to a lack of hygiene, were malnourished , 

experienced disdain from several natives, yet managed to rebuild their lives from scratch. 

Those who could afford it moved relatively quickly their professional activities to their new 

place of living, settled more quickly in houses, while the rest mainly engaged in agriculture 

and worked as laborers. Among the refugees' priorities was the education of their children, 

who seem to have attended schools from the first moment. They also made sure to preserve 

what was unifying such as the common religious faith by building churches dedicated to 

saints who protected their place of origin. 
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