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Theatricality and dramatic vocabulary in Plutarch’s Moralia
How to tell a flatterer from a friend

Diotima Papadi
University College London

Theatre and drama deserve a special place among the various influences on Plutarch, since the
theatre has a double impact. Its capacity to both offer good teaching material in its substance and
good literary models makes tragedy one of the most popular sources of Plutarch’s quotations.
Apart from all the explicit quotations from the famous tragic and comic poets, there is so much
theatricality and dramatic tension in his work that it is not unreasonable to think about the way
these dramatic elements served Plutarch’s objectives, both stylistic-rhetorical objective and ethical-
educational objectives. For Plutarch’s ethical and educational aims rank highly in his writings.



