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There are also challenges in the research and development of NZEBs, as well as 

technical, financial, social, environmental/health-related and organizational/legal 

barriers to the implementation of new NZEB developments and NZEBs retrofit. From 

the limited range of technical solutions that can be used because of existing building 

structure and technical systems, the excessive investment costs, the lack of knowledge 

and interest for energy efficiency among residents and building owners to the 

sensitive balance between comfort and efficiency as criteria for selection of materials 

and waste management and the necessity of communication and consensus in NZEB 

refurbishments involving multiple homeowners, these challenges must be addressed 

for sustainable NZEB developments to be the new norm. To this end, industry 

professionals can and should play a key role in raising awareness and promoting the 

principles of sustainability and NZEBs, although this entails their own adequate 

training to remain up to date with the latest technical and regulatory requirements. 
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